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Sunday 4th January 2026 
The Epiphany 

  
 

Services in the Benefice today: 
 
 
 

 9.30am  Matins  Maidford 
 10.30am Holy Communion  Blakesley 
 6pm Compline Adstone 

 
 

 
 
 
 

We have been asked to remember the following  
in our prayers: 

 

David Aked-Walker, Katie Hakin, Carole Harrington, Diane Shaw,  
Philip Le Roux, Sylvia Reynolds, James Wagstaffe  

and Chris Wright. 
 

 

SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE – JANUARY 2026 
 
Tuesday 6th January 
 

9.30am Holy Communion Woodend 
 
Sunday 11th January – First Sunday of Epiphany 
 

9.00am Holy Communion Farthingstone 
10.30am Celtic Morning Worship  Blakesley 
10.30am Family Service Litchborough 
6pm Compline Adstone 
6pm Compline Maidford 
 
Sunday 18th January – Second Sunday of Epiphany 
 

9.00am Holy Communion Maidford 
10.30am Holy Communion  Litchborough 
10.30am Music & Meditation Blakesley 
6pm Compline Adstone 
 
Sunday 25th January – Third Sunday of Epiphany 
 

9.00am Holy Communion Adstone 
9.30am Matins Maidford  
10.30am Holy Communion  Blakesley 
10.30am Celtic Morning Worship Litchborough 
6pm Compline Farthingstone 
 
 
 
 

BENEFICE CONTACTS 
 

Rector: Reverend Sue Stanley 
Tel: 01327 341307       Email: stanley.thehole@btinternet.com 

 
 

David Cockshott (Reader) Tel: 01327 860119, djcgac@gmail.com 
Sandy Aked-Walker (Safeguarding) Tel: 01327 830077, 

dg2010@btinternet.com 
Sarah Rudkin (Benefice Admin & Treasurer) Tel: 01327 830965, 

srudkin@rudkindesign.co.uk 
 

For all Benefice Contacts, please see www.lambfold.org.uk 



Collect and Readings  
	

Collect 
 
O God, 
who by the leading of a star 
manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: 
mercifully grant that we, 
who know you now by faith, 
may at last behold your glory face to face; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
Isaiah 60:1-6 
 
1 Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
    and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
2 For darkness shall cover the earth, 
    and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the Lord will arise upon you, 
    and his glory will appear over you. 
3 Nations shall come to your light, 
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 
    they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
    and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 
    your heart shall thrill and rejoice,  
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
    the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
    the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
    all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
    and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
 
 

Matthew 2:1-12 
 
1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, ‘Where is the child 
who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 
rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ 3 When King Herod heard 
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together 
all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 
the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for 
so it has been written by the prophet: 
6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.”’ 
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 
exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you 
have found him, bring me word so that I may 
also go and pay him homage.’ 9 When they had 
heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of 
them, went the star that they had seen at its 
rising, until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. 10 When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him 
homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, 
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream 
not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.	 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
God of Mission, 

who alone brings growth to your Church, 
send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning, wisdom to our 

actions, joy to our worship and power to our witness. 
Help our church to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to you, 

and in service to our local community, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


