SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE - DECEMBER 2025
Sunday 14" December — Third Sunday of Advent

9.30am Holy Communion Maidford
10:30am Family Service Litchborough
4pm Carol Service Farthingstone
6pm Carol Service Blakesley
6pm Compline Adstone

Tuesday 16" December
6pm Carol Service Carol Service

Sunday 215t December — Fourth Sunday of Advent

10.30am Holy Communion Litchborough
10.30am Music & Meditation Blakesley
4pm Carol Service Litchborough
6pm Carol Service Maidford
6pm Compline Adstone
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St Martin’s, Litchborough; All Saints, Adstone;
St Peter & St Paul, Maidford; St Mary’s, Blakesley cum Woodend;
and St Mary the Virgin, Farthingstone

www.lambfold.org.uk

Sunday 7t" December
Second Sunday of Advent

Notices and Dates for your Diary

Adstone Apple Juice — Romayne Wood has apple juice for sale in
aid of Adstone Church funds. Please contact her on 07969 922991 if
you would like some!

BENEFICE CONTACTS

Rector: Reverend Sue Stanley
Tel: 01327 341307 Email: stanley.thehole@btinternet.com

David Cockshott (Reader) Tel: 01327 860119, djcgac@gmail.com
Sandy Aked-Walker (Safeguarding) Tel: 01327 830077,
dg2010@btinternet.com
Sarah Rudkin (Benefice Admin & Treasurer) Tel: 01327 830965,
srudkin@rudkindesign.co.uk
For all Benefice Contacts, please see www.lambfold.org.uk

Services in the Benefice today:

9.30am Matins Maidford
10:30am Holy Communion Blakesley
6pm Compline Adstone

We have been asked to remember the following
in our prayers:

David Aked-Walker, Katie Hakin, Carole Harrington, Diane Shaw,
Philip Le Roux, Sylvia Reynolds, James Wagstaffe
and Chris Wright.




Collect and Readings
Collect

O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power
and come among us,

and with great might succour us;

that whereas, through our sins and wickedness
we are grievously hindered

in running the race that is set before us,
your bountiful grace and mercy

may speedily help and deliver us;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honour and glory, now and for ever.

Romans 15:4-13

* For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction,
so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we
might have hope. ®° May the God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ
Jesus, ® so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
"Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for
the glory of God. 8 For | tell you that Christ has become a servant of the
circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm
the promises given to the patriarchs, °®and in order that the Gentiles might
glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
‘Therefore | will confess you among the Gentiles,

and sing praises to your name’;
%and again he says,
‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people’;
""and again,
‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,

and let all the peoples praise him’;
'2and again Isaiah says,
‘The root of Jesse shall come,

the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
in him the Gentiles shall hope.’
3 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Matthew 3. 1-12

' In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, 2 ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ ® This
is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.”
* Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with
a leather belt around his waist, and his food
was locusts and wild honey. ® Then the
people of Jerusalem and all Judea were
going out to him, and all the region along the
Jordan, ® and they were baptized by him in
the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
"But when he saw many Pharisees and
Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you
to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit
worthy of repentance. ° Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have
Abraham as our ancestor”; for | tell you, God is able from these stones to
raise up children to Abraham. '° Even now the axe is lying at the root of
the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down
and thrown into the fire.
"¢ baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful
than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 2 His winnowing-fork is in his
hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into
the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’

Leading Your Church into Growth

God of Mission,
who alone brings growth to your Church,
send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning, wisdom to our
actions, joy to our worship and power to our witness.
Help our church to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to you,
and in service to our local community,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



