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Sunday 23rd March 2025 
 

Third Sunday of Lent 
 

Services in the Benefice today: 
 
 
 

9.00am Holy Communion Adstone 
9.30am Matins Maidford 
10.30am Holy Communion Blakesley 
10.30am Celtic Morning Worship Litchborough 
6.00pm Compline Farthingstone 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

We have been asked to remember the following  
in our prayers: 

 

David Aked-Walker, Katie Hakin, Carole Harrington, Diane Jones, Philip 
Le Roux, Sylvia Reynolds, James Wagstaffe and Chris Wright. 

 

 

SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE – MARCH/APRIL 2025 
 
Sunday 30th March – Mothering Sunday 
 

10.00am Mothering Sunday Service Maidford 
10.30am Mothering Sunday Service Blakesley 
10.30am Mothering Sunday Service Litchborough 
11am Mothering Sunday Service Adstone 
 
Sunday 6th April – Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

9.00am Matins Maidford 
10.30am Holy Communion Blakesley 
6.00pm Compline Adstone 
 
Sunday 13th April – Palm Sunday 
 

10.00am Benefice Holy Communion Farthingstone 
 
 

NOTICES & DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Monday 24th March - The Lent Group, 7-8pm, Maidford Village Hall. We will 
be following the Pilgrim sessions on the Lord's Prayer.  
 
 

Thursday 3rd April - Lent Frugal Lunch, 12 -1.30pm - homemade soup, bread 
and fruit, in Litchborough Village Hall in aid of Daventry Food Bank and Mary’s 
Meals 
 
PLEASE NOTE: The Church Electoral Rolls are due for renewal this year 
and anyone who would like to be included will need to complete a new 
form. Please look out for forms in your parishes or contact Revd Sue for 
more details. 
 

 
BENEFICE CONTACTS 

 

Rector: Reverend Sue Stanley 
Tel: 01327 341307       Email: stanley.thehole@btinternet.com 

 

David Cockshott (Reader) Tel: 01327 860119, djcgac@gmail.com 
Sandy Aked-Walker (Safeguarding) Tel: 01327 830077, dg2010@btinternet.com 

Sarah Rudkin (Benefice Admin & Treasurer) Tel: 01327 830965, 
srudkin@rudkindesign.co.uk 

For all Benefice Contacts, please see www.lambfold.org.uk 
 



Collect and Readings for Third Sunday of Lent 
 
Collect 
 

Almighty God, 
whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, 
and entered not into glory before he was crucified: 
mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 
may find it none other than the way of life and peace; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 

Isaiah 55:1-9 
 
1 Ho, everyone who thirsts, 
    come to the waters; 
and you that have no money, 
    come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
    without money and without price. 
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
    and your labour for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
    and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 
    listen, so that you may live. 
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
    my steadfast, sure love for David. 
4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
    a leader and commander for the peoples. 
5 See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
    and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
    for he has glorified you. 
6 Seek the Lord while he may be found, 
    call upon him while he is near; 
7 let the wicked forsake their way, 
    and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, 
    and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
    nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 

9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
    so are my ways higher than your ways 
    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 

Luke 13:1-9 
 
1 At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans 
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 He asked them, ‘Do 
you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse 
sinners than all other Galileans? 3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you 
will all perish as they did. 4 Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower 
of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all 
the others living in 
Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but 
unless you repent, you will all 
perish just as they did.’ 
 

6 Then he told this parable: ‘A man 
had a fig tree planted in his 
vineyard; and he came looking for 
fruit on it and found none. 7 So he 
said to the gardener, “See here! 
For three years I have come 
looking for fruit on this fig tree, and 
still I find none. Cut it down! Why 
should it be wasting the soil?” 8 He 
replied, “Sir, let it alone for one 
more year, until I dig round it and 
put manure on it. 9 If it bears fruit 
next year, well and good; but if not, 
you can cut it down.”’  
 
 

 

Leading Your Church into Growth 
 

God of Mission, 
who alone brings growth to your Church, 

send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning, wisdom to our actions, 
joy to our worship and power to our witness. 

Help our church to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to 
you, and in service to our local community, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


