SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE - FEBRUARY 2025
Sunday 2"¢ February — Candlemas
10.00am Benefice Holy Communion Litchborough
Tuesday 4" February
9.30am Holy Communion Woodend

Sunday 9" February — Fourth Sunday before Lent

9.00am Holy Communion Farthingstone
10.30am Family Service Blakesley
10.30am Family Service Litchborough
6.00pm Evensong Maidford
6.00pm Compline Adstone

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Sunday 2" February - Benefice Holy Communion for Candlemas, 10am at
Litchborough - ALL WELCOME!

Saturday 8" March - The Bishops' Bible Day,10am- 2.30pm at Caroline
Chisholm School will focus on individual prayer and praying for others, with
reflections by Bishop John Stroyan. More details from Revd Sue
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Sunday 26" January 2025
Third Sunday of Epiphany

BENEFICE CONTACTS

Rector: Reverend Sue Stanley
Tel: 01327 341307 Email: stanley.thehole@btinternet.com

David Cockshott (Reader) Tel: 01327 860119, djcgac@gmail.com
Sandy Aked-Walker (Safeguarding) Tel: 01327 830077, dg2010@pbtinternet.com
Sarah Rudkin (Benefice Admin & Treasurer) Tel: 01327 830965,
srudkin@rudkindesign.co.uk
For all Benefice Contacts, please see www.lambfold.org.uk

Services in the Benefice today:

9.00am Holy Communion Adstone
9.30am Matins Maidford
10.30am Holy Communion Blakesley
10.30am Celtic Morning Worship Litchborough
6.00pm Compline Farthingstone

We have been asked to remember the following
in our prayers:

David Aked-Walker, Katie Hakin, Carole Harrington, Diane
Jones, Philip Le Roux, Sylvia Reynolds, James Wagstaffe
and Chris Wright.




Collect and Readings for Third Sunday of Epiphany
Collect

Almighty God,

whose Son revealed in signs and miracles
the wonder of your saving presence:

renew your people with your heavenly grace,
and in all our weakness

sustain us by your mighty power;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Nehemiah 8. 1-3, 5-6, 8-10

T All the people gathered together into the square before the Water
Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses,
which the Lord had given to Israel. 2 Accordingly, the priest Ezra
brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all
who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the
seventh month. 3 He read from it facing the square before the Water
Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and
the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the
people were attentive to the book of the law.

5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was
standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people
stood up. ® Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the
people answered, ‘Amen, Amen’, lifting up their hands. Then they
bowed their heads and worshipped the Lord with their faces to the
ground.

8 So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation.
They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.

9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and
scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people,
‘This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.’ For all
the people wept when they heard the words of the law. 1° Then he said
to them, ‘Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send

portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is
holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your
strength.’

Luke 4:14-21

14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit,
returned to Galilee, and a report about him
spread through all the surrounding
country. 15 He began to teach in their
synagogues and was praised by everyone.
16 \When he came to Nazareth, where he had
been brought up, he went to the synagogue on
the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood
up to read, ' and the scroll of the prophet
Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll
and found the place where it was written:
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me

to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the
captives

and recovery of sight to the blind,

to let the oppressed go free,
19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’
20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the
attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the
synagogue were fixed on him. 2! Then he began to say to them, ‘Today
this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’

Leading Your Church into Growth

God of Mission,
who alone brings growth to your Church,
send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning, wisdom to our
actions, joy to our worship and power to our witness.
Help our church to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to
you, and in service to our local community,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



